
Minutes - WG 4 Water Quality Work Group Meeting September 4, 2007 
Conference Call 

Philpott Lake, VA (Section 216) Feasibility Study 
 
PARTICIPANTS  

Michael Hosey 
Craig Anderson 
Andy Lash 
Ken Hyer 
Phil Payonk 
Kathryn Hebert 
Ben Lane 
Richard Lewis 
John Linsey 
Mike Ward 
Don Orth 

 
1. Greg Anderson provided WQ info for Philpott Lake and Smith River derived from the 

2006 Integrated Report.  This data provided basically no surprises.  In the Smith River 
the issues being addressed by the TMDL (bacteria (fecal coliforms and E. coli) and 
benthics (sediment)) were evident in the monitoring data.  In the lake there were some 
DO “hits” or exceedences in the hypolimnion.  VA does not have a standard to address 
conditions which naturally occur in the bottom of a reservoir.  They are working to 
change this.   

 
There were some sediment and fish tissue samples for which there were exceedences of 
sediment and tissue screening guidelines (not standards).  
 
Greg also discussed that there was to be sampling today as a part of the EPA’s National 
Probalistic Lakes Program. This is a one-time WQ sampling effort.  Data will be 
available in a year or two. 
 

2. Phil Payonk talked about the brief white paper on Philpott operations he prepared and 
provided just before the meeting start.   

 
3. General discussion made about the need for a quantification of sediment load.  This was 

termed a geomorphology study.  How much water and sediment can the Smith River 
channel move.  This is important in regards to fish habitat – in particular as it relates to 
Roanoke logperch and brown trout.   

 
4. We discussed the current schedule of having the WQ SOW completed by Sept 14.  We 

discussed that it would likely not be possible to complete it by then.  Ben Lane discussed 
the need to keep our inertia up.  That we did need to have something that could be used as 
a basis to request funding from the state legislature.  

 



5. We discussed an approach to complete the SOW.  Decided to circulate the Natural 
Resources Study Team notes (to see what approaches they are taking).  Circulate the WQ 
Summary as discussed by the WQ group in previous conf calls.  Provide example SOW 
from the John H. Kerr 216 Study as a go-bye.  Provide the web-site address again.  

 
The WQ team will circulate these items, adding comments and text via e-mails.  We will 
look to have the comments and issues reported to Phil Payonk by Sept 12.  On Sept 18 
we will have another conf call to discuss where we are.   
 
 
        


